
August 25, 2022

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, and Zoom Conference due to
COVID-19 on Thursday, August 25, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. in the Marion County Council
Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman, Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson, Councilman Oscar
Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw, Councilman, Councilman Milton W. Troy, II
and, Councilman Robin Turner. Also present were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator,
Kent M. Williams, Deputy Administrator, Charles L. McLain, III, County Attorney, and
Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star & Enterprise was
present and was duly notified.

Absent: Councilman Allen W.  Floyd.

Chairman Atkinson called the meeting to order and asked Councilman Robin Turner to
lead the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of
Information Announcement.

Councilman Turner stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Councilman
Allen W. Floyd voting in favor of all matters.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried
unanimously to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 9, 2022.

The County Attorney told Council that items A, B, first, and the third, readings for the
ordinance listed on the agenda as follows were not ready: A. Third Reading of Ordinance
#2022-07 An Ordinance to Amend the Provisions of the Marion County Code of
Ordinances Relating to Taxation/Service or user Fees/Uniform Service Charges, so as to
Provide for the Creation of the County Road Maintenance Fund, The Continued and
Recurring Imposition of a Road Maintenance Fee, and the use of the Revenues Collected
from the Road Maintenance Fee; To Provide Certain Findings with Respect to the Road
Maintenance Fee Required by the South Carolina Supreme Court in Burns V. Greenville
County Council and Other Matters Relating Thereto; B. First Reading of Ordinance
#2022-09 An Ordinance Authorizing the County to Lease the Balance of the Office
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Space not Leased to Health Care Partners of the Carolinas, Inc. located in the Saffold
Center to Charles Dozier and Johnny B. Graves on behalf of the W. R. Saffold Resource
Foundation Pursuant to the terms of the Attached Lease, to Authorize the County
Administrator to Execute Such Lease or to Ratify his Prior Execution of the Same and to
Authorize all Other Matters Related Thereto.

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Third Reading of
Ordinance #2022-07 An Ordinance to Amend the Provisions of the Marion County Code
of Ordinances Relating to Taxation/Service or user Fees/Uniform Service Charges, so as
to Provide for the Creation of the County Road Maintenance Fund, The Continued and
Recurring Imposition of a Road Maintenance Fee, and the use of the Revenues Collected
from the Road Maintenance Fee; To Provide Certain Findings with Respect to the Road
Maintenance Fee Required by the South Carolina Supreme Court in Burns V. Greenville
County Council and Other Matters Relating Thereto was not ready.

The County Attorney told Council that item B. on the agenda; First Reading of
Ordinance #2022-09 An Ordinance Authorizing the County to Lease the Balance of the
Office Space not Leased to Health Care Partners of the Carolinas, Inc. located in the
Saffold Center to Charles Dozier and Johnny B. Graves on behalf of the W. R. Saffold
Resource Foundation Pursuant to the terms of the Attached Lease, to Authorize the
County Administrator to Execute Such Lease or to Ratify his Prior Execution of the
Same and to Authorize all Other Matters Related Thereto was ready. The County
Attorney introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading
of Ordinance #2022-09.

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or  Committee #2.

The County Attorney had nothing to report.

Ms. Phyllis Rodes the President and Director of Support Our Shelter Marion SC
appeared before Council to discuss the Marion County Animal Shelter. Ms. Rodes is
requesting that the County amend the fifteen (15) day stray hold to a five (5) day stray
hold by amending section #7 paragraph B to the Marion County Pet and Animal
Ordinance to read Any pet impounded under the provisions of the Ordinance and not
claimed by its owner within five (5) days, may leave the shelter under means of rescue,
adoption or other means deemed appropriate by the Animal Shelter Director or may be
humanely euthanized by a licensed euthanasia technician or State certified veterinarian.
The County Attorney told Council that another full ordinance is needed to amend this
request to set forth the provision, which would include three (3) readings and a public
hearing. Chairman Atkinson explained to Council that a motion is needed for the
County Attorney to redraw the ordinance for Council’s review. Motion was made by
Councilman Turner. The motion died for the lack of a second.

Mr. Derrick Dease and Mr. Anthony Green with Man 2 Man Fatherhood Initiative
appeared before Council to present information about their program. Mr. Deas stated
that Man 2 Man's mission is to engage in the positive support of their children through
goal-oriented programs that enable them to find stable employment practice healthy
parenting and gain hope for the future of their family. Mr. Green stated that they are
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currently housed at Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church. Man 2 Man is currently
operating in Florence, Darlington, Dillon, Marlboro, and Chesterfield counties. Mr.
Green stated that through individual coaching group program sessions and peer support
our program changes men’s lives and reconnects them to their children and the promise
of a better future. Man 2 Man service is provided free of charge. The only costs are time
and commitment. Vice-Chairperson Smith told Mr. Green that she would like to partner
with the Man 2 Man Fatherhood Initiative. Mr. Dease also mentioned that the school
district has shown interest in their program. Chairman Atkinson thanked Mr. Dease and
Mr. Green for their presentation.

The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper stated that the
following projects are moving forward. The Detention Center, Green Street, Park, gym
in Mullins, and the Marion Library.

The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper had nothing
new to report regarding COVID-19.

The Administrator asked Council’s consensus to move forward to bring back a new
committee the Marion County Airport Commission that would be appointed by
Council. Motion was made by Councilman Turner, seconded by Councilman Foxworth,
and carried unanimously.

The Administrator provided Council with information about the projects that the
County is working on.

The Administrator provided Council with bid tabulations on the Marion County
Economic Development renovation and expansion project. Mr. Harper told Council that
the bids were approved at the last meeting, however, errors were found in the bids.
They are as follows: Gilbert Construction $454,538.00 Richardson Builders
$309,448.40 and Pyramid Contracting $270,491.00. Mr. Harper asked Council’s
approval to award the bid to Pyramid Contracting. Motion was made by Councilman
Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.

The Administrator provided Council with information about millage rates for counties
with a mil value less than $150,000.

The Administrator showed Council a framed picture of the Marion County Courthouse
gifted by HTC.

The Administrator told Councilman Foxworth that the deadline for Spectrum is October
31st.

The Administrator provided Council with a list of vacancies for the Marion County
Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals.

The Administrator provided Council with a copy of the South Carolina Department of
Juvenile Justice Agreement with Marion County. Mr. Harper told Council that the per
diem rate is $50.00 per day for juveniles housed at the SCDJJ detention facility. He
asked Council’s approval to sign the MOA with the SC Department of Juvenile Justice.



Minutes, August 25, 2022, Page 4

Motion was made by Councilman Troy, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried
unanimously.

The Administrator reported to Council that a meeting was held with the State Office of
Resilience and also the engineers that are doing the stormwater study for the County.
Mr.Harper told Councilman Troy that the South West Mullins Drainage Project is on
that list.

The Administrator reported that Mr. Michael Jenkins has been hired as the new Marion
County Finance Director.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval to adopt a Proclamation declaring
September as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. Motion was made by Councilman
Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Turner, and carried unanimously.

Councilman Shaw brought up the boat landing at Dunham Bluff. Mr. Williams
addressed the question and stated that there are no DNR funds available to address this
issue. Mr. Harper stated that the County could get a cost estimate to determine the
possibility of moving forward with this project. Mr. Harper also stated that the County
could submit a request to the delegation that this said matter be included in the
upcoming budget. Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Councilman
Foxworth, and carried unanimously.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and
carried unanimously, to go into executive session for (3) contractual matters and
personnel matters.

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting,
Chairman Atkinson stated that no action was taken during executive session called for
(3)  contractual matters and personnel matters.

The Administrator recommended the Retention Funds that will be given out to the
employees regarding longevity that the County allows those that are retiring during this
twelve-month (12)  period to receive their full benefits without having to pay back.

The Administrator asked Council to reconsider a motion that was tabled earlier in the
meeting regarding the pet and animal ordinance. Mr. Harper asked Council to allow an
ordinance to drop the fifteen-day (15) stray hold to a ten (10) stray hold. Motion was
made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Councilman Turner, and carried unanimously.

The County Attorney asked Council’s permission to authorize the County
Administrator to execute a contract for the County to acquire eight (8) acres of tax
parcel 66-202 behind the Walmart Building from Mr. Foster and Mr. George. Motion
was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw. Councilman
Turner voted against the motion. The motion carried.

The County Attorney told Council that this subject has come up before authorization
was granted. Mr. McLain stated that this is for the County to acquire 219 acres from
Willoughby Family Farms for $12,500 an acre. He asked Council’s approval to
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authorize the Administrator to execute that contract. Motion was made by Councilman
Shaw, seconded by Councilman Turner, and carried unanimously.

The County Attorney told Council that this is for a sale. He stated that it's going to be
some contingencies to this request. Mr. McLain stated that this is contingent upon his
changes to the offer that was made to the County to sell this property as well as the
County passing an ordinance approving the sale. He stated that this is for the County to
enter into a contract to sell 3.03 acres of tax parcel 55-121 on Welman Road three (3)
acres adjacent to the Welman site between that site and Senator Gasque Road at
$12,500 an acre. Mr. McLain asked Council’s approval to authorize the Administrator
to execute that contract. Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by
Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss motion was made by Vice-Chairperson
Smith, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, to adjourn the meeting at
approximately:9:35 PM.

____________________________ __________________________
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council


